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Mobile Mayor Sam Jones Unveils Crime Package  
 
(Mobile  Al)  ‐  Mayor  Sam  Jones  announced  Wednesday  several  proposed 
initiatives to address  juvenile violence; tactical policing throughout the city and 
tougher amendments to the indecent exposure and copper theft ordinances. 
 
“We will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  insure  the  safety  of  our  citizens  and  the 
character  of  city,”  Jones  said  during  a  press  conference  on  Dauphin  Street. 
“Youth  crime  and  violence  as well  as  the  lack  of  parental  accountability  are 
unacceptable, and will not be tolerated in the City of Mobile. 
 
“These proposed changes to city ordinances will give our Police Department the 
tools they need to address these violations with aggressive enforcement and the 
legal authority,” the mayor added. 
 
The mayor  said  the proposed ordinance  changes will also make  it  tougher  for 
thieves selling stolen copper. “It is our goal to see that our city is a safe place to 
live, work and place,” Jones said.  
 
Highlights of the Juvenile Curfew: 
 

• Age Limit:  Juveniles 17‐years‐old and under are subject to the curfew;  
• Curfew Hours:  During weekdays, the curfew goes into effect from 11 

p.m.  to 6 a.m.; on weekends  from 12:01 a.m. until 6 a.m.; and 9 a.m. 
until 2:30 p.m. while school is in session; 

        Penalty:  
       1.   Under the curfew, a minor will be subject for a $100 fine and  
    other action authorized by Juvenile Court; 



2. Parents, guardians and business owners who knowingly allow  juveniles 
to remain on their premises during curfew hours are subject to a $100 fine 
after the first violation and $500 following the second violation; 

3. The  curfew also  carries a possible  six months  jail  for  second offense  for 
parents, guardian and business owners; 

 
In addition, after  the  second violation,  the  juvenile will be  transported  to a 
Curfew  Center,  housed  at  the  city’s Western  Administrative  Complex  on 
Museum Drive. Parents or a guardian will be required to pick the juvenile up 
from the Center; 
• The curfew is citywide; 
 
Amendments: 
Copper Ordinance: 
• Junk  dealers  who  purchase  copper,  brass  or  other  metals  will  be 

required to mail payments to sellers via a check or a bank draft; 
• $250 first offense; $300 second offense and $500 subsequent offenses; 
• Or six months in jail.  
 
“Copper  theft  causes hardships  for  citizens,  schools  and businesses,”  Jones 
said. “This will change the payment process for selling copper and give Police 
a tool to track down those who are responsible for these thefts.” 
 
In addition  to  the amendment  to  the Copper Ordinance,  Jones will  ask  the 
City Council  to  join him  in  a  resolution petitioning  the Legislature  to pass 
legislation  making  the  city’s  Copper  Ordinance  uniformed  throughout 
Mobile County.  “We  need  to  have  this  tracking  requirement  county‐wide, 
otherwise copper thieves will just sell outside of Mobile,” he said. 
 
Police Chief T. Micheal Williams said his department will start doing “Scrap 
Metal  Compliance  Checkpoints,”  at  of  scrap  yards  in  hopes  of  deterring 
copper and metal thefts; 
 
Indecent Exposure:  
 
• Under the amendment, the wearing of pants or skirts more than  
         four  inches  below  the  top  of  the  hips,  exposing  undergarments,  is           
          illegal; 
• The amendment to the ordinance is citywide; 
• $50 for first offense; $200 for each subsequent offense. 



 
The Police Department’s Tactical Crime Initiatives include: 
 

• Aggressive enforcement of the Loitering Ordinance (in parking lots); 
 
“It appears that groups of individuals are frequenting the Dauphin Street area 
with  no  intentions  of  going  into  the  local  establishments,”  said Williams. 
“People are hanging out in the parking lots and causing trouble. We intend to 
eliminate this problem through aggressive patrols.”  

 
The chief said many drivers are repeatedly cruising down Dauphin Street and 
causing traffic issues. “We intend to look at the pros and cons of closing Dauphin 
Street at Jackson or Claiborne to reduce or eliminate this problem,” Williams 
said. “We will also conduct traffic safety check points in the area to identify 
violators and underage persons.”   
 
Crime Measures in Downtown: 

• Patrols will be increased, which will allow the Police the ability to 
increase walking beats, bicycle and sedgway patrols; 

• Safety Checkpoints — deter criminal activity through high visibility 
and detection. 

• Use of Special Operations personnel to supplement Precinct 
Operations;  

 
Williams said the Police will also use the skyboxes and portable camera system 
in targeted areas.  
 
New Police Officers: 
Chief Williams said the 30 new recruits who were recently hired will be 
deployed throughout the city to address specific crime issues.  
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Mayor Sam Jones will hold the following community meetings to 
discuss crime initiatives: 
 
 
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Government Plaza Auditorium 
Address: 205 Government Street 
 
 
Date: Tuesday, August 2 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Mobile Regional Senior Community Center 
Address: 3201 Hillcrest Road 













RESOLUTION

Sponsored by: Mayor Samuel L. Jones

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MOBILE, ALABAMA, as follows:

WHEREAS, theft of copper and other non-ferrous materials has reached epidemic

proportions throughout the City of Mobile and its metropolitan area; and,

WHEREAS, the destruction and economic loss caused to business owners, homeowners,

and citizens throughout the metropolitan Mobile area by theft of copper and other non-ferrous

metals from air-conditioning units, from utilities, from cemeteries and from other locales has

been significant; and,

WHEREAS, felons who steal copper and other non-ferrous metals have a much too

convenient market for such metals at junk and scrap dealers located both within and outside the

corporate limits of the City of Mobile; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Mobile has sponsored, and the City Council has

adopted, an amendment to the City of Mobile Municipal Code requiring all dealers in copper and

non-ferrous metals to issue payment to any person selling such metals by check or bank draft

mailed to the address of the seller, a copy of said Ordinance being appended to this Resolution

and marked as Exhibit "A"; and,

WHEREAS, by requiring payment to be made by check and mailed to an address offered

by the Seller, the incidence of such crime will be greatly reduced; and,

WHEREAS, if thieves of copper and other non-ferrous metals within the City of Mobile

are able to readily market such metals outside of the City of Mobile, the effectiveness of the City

Ordinance will be greatly reduced; and,



WHEREAS, the theft of such metals is a regional and statewide problem and one which

should be addressed by the Legislature of the State of Alabama; and,

WHEREAS, for this reason, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Mobile request

assistance from the Legislature to make the requirements of the City Ordinance uniform

throughout Mobile County;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

That the Mayor and City Council of the City of Mobile hereby respectfully request the

Legislature of the State of Alabama to enact legislation substantially similar to the City Code

provisions attached to this Resolution and to make such legislation effective and enforceable

throughout Mobile County.

Adopted:

City Clerk
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RESOLUTION

Sponsored by: Mayor Samuel L. Jones

BE IT RESOLVED that Section 53-119 of the Municipal Code of the City of Mobile is

hereby amended to read as follows:

Storage and Sale of bass, copper, lead and house fittings; tagging.

(a) Each junk dealer shall keep all brass, copper, lead and house fittings and fixtures

of metal purchased by him stored or stowed separately from and not covered by

piles of other junk and in such manner as to enable the articles to be readily

overhauled and inspected by the chief of police or officer of the police department

desiring to inspect the same, at all times. A tag shall be attached by such junk

dealer to each article or parcel of articles of the classes mentioned in this section,

which tag shall contain a number corresponding to the number under which is

entered the name of the seller of such article or parcel of articles.

(b) Every junk dealer shall issue payment to any person selling brass, copper, lead or

other nonferrous metals by check or bank draft mailed to the address of the seller.

It shall be a violation of this ordinance for any junk dealer to pay cash to any

person for brass, copper, lead or other nonferrous metals. Every junk dealer shall

keep a log of any such payments made describing for each such transaction the

material purchased, the name and address of the seller and the date payment was

mailed.

Adopted:

City Clerk
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RESOLUTION

Sponsored by: Mayor Samuel L. Jones

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOBILE,

ALABAMA, that Section 39-112 of the Municipal Code of the City of Mobile is hereby

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 39-112. - Public indecency prohibited.

(a) A person commits the offense of public indecency when he or she performs

any of the following acts in a place where a person should reasonably expect to be in

view of the public:

(1) An actual or simulated act of sexual intercourse or masturbation;

(2) Exposure of the genitals;

(3) A lewd appearance in a state of partial or complete nudity;

(4) A lewd caress or indecent fondling of the body of another person;

(5) A lewd caress or indecent fondling of the sexual organs of any

person, including oneself;

(6) Urination or defecation; or

(7) Appears wearing pants or skirts more than four (4) inches below the

top of the hips (crest of the ilium) exposing the skin or undergarments.

(b) Violators of this section shall not be subject to arrest but shall be issued a

written citation with a schedule of fines and, alternatively, a summons to appear in court



if the violator chooses to contest the citation. Violators shall be subject to a fine of $50

for a first offense and $200 for each subsequent offense.

Adopted:

City Clerk
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